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fight for the dignity of life against fanatics 
who feel no shame in murder. We fight to 
protect the innocent, so that the lawless and 
the merciless will not inherit the earth. 

At every turn of this war, we will always 
remember how it began, and who fell first—
the thousands who went to work, boarded 
a plane, or reported to their posts. 

Today the Nation pays our respects to 
them. Here and in Pennsylvania and in New 
York, we honor each name and each life. We 
ask God to bring comfort to every home 
where they are loved and missed. And on 
this day and on every day, may He watch 
over the United States of America. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. at the 
September 11, 2001, crash site. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks.

Address to the Nation on the 
Anniversary of the Terrorist Attacks 
of September 11 From Ellis Island, 
New York 
September 11, 2002

Good evening. A long year has passed 
since enemies attacked our country. We’ve 
seen the images so many times, they are 
seared on our souls, and remembering the 
horror, reliving the anguish, re-imagining the 
terror is hard and painful. 

For those who lost loved ones, it’s been 
a year of sorrow, of empty places, of newborn 
children who will never know their fathers 
here on Earth. For members of our military, 
it’s been a year of sacrifice and service far 
from home. For all Americans, it has been 
a year of adjustment, of coming to terms with 
the difficult knowledge that our Nation has 
determined enemies and that we are not in-
vulnerable to their attacks. 

Yet, in the events that have challenged us, 
we have also seen the character that will de-
liver us. We have seen the greatness of Amer-
ica in airline passengers who defied their hi-
jackers and ran a plane into the ground to 
spare the lives of others. We’ve seen the 
greatness of America in rescuers who rushed 
up flights of stairs toward peril. And we con-
tinue to see the greatness of America in the 

care and compassion our citizens show to 
each other. 

September the 11th, 2001, will always be 
a fixed point in the life of America. The loss 
of so many lives left us to examine our own. 
Each of us was reminded that we are here 
only for a time, and these counted days 
should be filled with things that last and mat-
ter: Love for our families, love for our neigh-
bors, and for our country; gratitude for life 
and to the Giver of life. 

We resolved a year ago to honor every last 
person lost. We owe them remembrance, and 
we owe them more. We owe them and their 
children and our own, the most enduring 
monument we can build, a world of liberty 
and security made possible by the way Amer-
ica leads and by the way Americans lead our 
lives. 

The attack on our Nation was also attack 
on the ideals that make us a nation. Our 
deepest national conviction is that every life 
is precious, because every life is the gift of 
a Creator who intended us to live in liberty 
and equality. More than anything else, this 
separates us from the enemy we fight. We 
value every life. Our enemies value none, not 
even the innocent, not even their own. And 
we seek the freedom and opportunity that 
give meaning and value to life. 

There is a line in our time and in every 
time between those who believe that all men 
are created equal and those who believe that 
some men and women and children are ex-
pendable in the pursuit of power. There is 
a line in our time and in every time between 
the defenders of human liberty and those 
who seek to master the minds and souls of 
others. Our generation has now heard his-
tory’s call, and we will answer it. 

America has entered a great struggle that 
tests our strength and, even more, our re-
solve. Our Nation is patient and steadfast. 
We continue to pursue the terrorists in cities 
and camps and caves across the Earth. We 
are joined by a great coalition of nations to 
rid the world of terror. And we will not allow 
any terrorist or tyrant to threaten civilization 
with weapons of mass murder. Now and in 
the future, Americans will live as free people, 
not in fear and never at the mercy of any 
foreign plot or power. 
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This Nation has defeated tyrants and liber-
ated death camps, raised this lamp of liberty 
to every captive land. We have no intention 
of ignoring or appeasing history’s latest gang 
of fanatics trying to murder their way to 
power. They are discovering, as others before 
them, the resolve of a great country and a 
great democracy. In the ruins of two towers, 
under a flag unfurled at the Pentagon, at the 
funerals of the lost, we have made a sacred 
promise to ourselves and to the world: We 
will not relent until justice is done and our 
Nation is secure. What our enemies have 
begun, we will finish. 

I believe there is a reason that history has 
matched this Nation with this time. America 
strives to be tolerant and just. We respect 
the faith of Islam, even as we fight those 
whose actions defile that faith. We fight not 
to impose our will but to defend ourselves 
and extend the blessings of freedom. 

We cannot know all that lies ahead. Yet, 
we do know that God has placed us together 
in this moment, to grieve together, to stand 
together, to serve each other and our coun-
try. And the duty we have been given, de-
fending America and our freedom, is also a 
privilege we share. We’re prepared for this 
journey. And our prayer tonight is that God 
will see us through and keep us worthy. 

Tomorrow is September the 12th. A mile-
stone is passed, and a mission goes on. Be 
confident. Our country is strong, and our 
cause is even larger than our country. Ours 
is the cause of human dignity, freedom guid-
ed by conscience and guarded by peace. This 
ideal of America is the hope of all mankind. 
That hope drew millions to this harbor. That 
hope still lights our way. And the light shines 
in the darkness. And the darkness will not 
overcome it. 

May God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:01 p.m. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of this address.

Address to the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York City 
September 12, 2002

Mr. Secretary-General, Mr. President, dis-
tinguished delegates, and ladies and gentle-

men: We meet one year and one day after 
a terrorist attack brought grief to my country 
and brought grief to many citizens of our 
world. Yesterday we remembered the inno-
cent lives taken that terrible morning. Today 
we turn to the urgent duty of protecting 
other lives, without illusion and without fear. 

We’ve accomplished much in the last year 
in Afghanistan and beyond. We have much 
yet to do in Afghanistan and beyond. Many 
nations represented here have joined in the 
fight against global terror, and the people of 
the United States are grateful. 

The United Nations was born in the hope 
that survived a world war, the hope of a world 
moving toward justice, escaping old patterns 
of conflict and fear. The founding members 
resolved that the peace of the world must 
never again be destroyed by the will and 
wickedness of any man. We created a United 
Nations Security Council so that, unlike the 
League of Nations, our deliberations would 
be more than talk, our resolutions would be 
more than wishes. After generations of de-
ceitful dictators and broken treaties and 
squandered lives, we dedicated ourselves to 
standards of human dignity shared by all and 
to a system of security defended by all. 

Today, these standards and this security 
are challenged. Our commitment to human 
dignity is challenged by persistent poverty 
and raging disease. The suffering is great, 
and our responsibilities are clear. The United 
States is joining with the world to supply aid 
where it reaches people and lifts up lives, 
to extend trade and the prosperity it brings, 
and to bring medical care where it is des-
perately needed. 

As a symbol of our commitment to human 
dignity, the United States will return to 
UNESCO. This organization has been re-
formed, and America will participate fully in 
its mission to advance human rights and tol-
erance and learning. 

Our common security is challenged by re-
gional conflicts—ethnic and religious strife 
that is ancient but not inevitable. In the Mid-
dle East, there can be no peace for either 
side without freedom for both sides. America 
stands committed to an independent and 
democratic Palestine, living side by side with 
Israel in peace and security. Like all other 
people, Palestinians deserve a government 


